
INTERSECTION OF TECH & POLICY FROM INDIAN PERSPECTIVE

Connections 2024



TECHNOLOGY 



Present 
Scenario

New Tech Powers

Growing Geopolitics

Rise of BigTech

• National security concerns

• Inability to shape legislations to protect its 

citizens and interests

• Rise in Hate Speech, privacy & security 

breaches, political interference.

Concerns of Sovereigns



Indian 
Regulatory 
Landscape 

Existing Regulations being rehauled

• Competition Amendment Bill, 2023; 

• Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023; 

• New Amendment of the IT Rules 2021

• Telecommunications Act of 2023 

• Post Office Bill 2023

• The Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023

• The Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

• The Bhartiya Sakshya Bill, 2023

New Regulations being drafted

• -Digital India Act

• -Digital Competition Act

Strategies being Formulated

• -Cybersecurity Strategy

http://164.100.47.4/BillsTexts/LSBillTexts/PassedLoksabha/185C_2023_LS_E3312023105854AM.pdf
https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/Digital%20Personal%20Data%20Protection%20Act%202023.pdf
https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/Information%20Technology%20%28Intermediary%20Guidelines%20and%20Digital%20Media%20Ethics%20Code%29%20Rules%2C%202021%20%28updated%2006.04.2023%29-.pdf


Challenge: 
How do 
we ensure

Policies are future Proof

Achieve the objectives

Rights respecting

Do not stifle innovation yet protect users

Nuanced

Have adequate Accountability & Transparency for all actors

Cause minimum unintended harm



The Need of 
The Hour

• Create awareness & build 
capacity among different 
stakeholders on: 

• How Technology works 

• How to use tech for good

• Encourage stakeholder 
discussions to explore 
alternate options to address 
current day issues.



TECH & 
POLICY 

CANNOT 
WORK IN 

SILOS



FEW OF
THE 

ONGOING 
DEBATES



INTERNET 
SHUTDOWNS

Is Selective Shutdown the solution?



NETWORK 
USAGE 

FEES



ENCRYPTION

National Security - Protecting Users – User Privacy 



DEEPFAKES & 
MISINFORMATION

& 
ELECTIONS



BEST 
APROACH FOR 

AGE 
VERIFICATION



YOUR 
INVOLVEMENT 
IS NECESSARY



How to be 
involved

• Keep updated

• Subscribe to newsletter on Tech 
Policy

• Share your views on the current 
debate or forums

• Participate in Tech Policy 
Discussions 

• Share your views when 
consultations are on



ANY 
QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU

You can reach me at 

amritachoudhury@ccaoi.in



How Internet censorship changed in Russia 
during the 1st year of military conflict in Ukraine
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OONI
https://ooni.org/ 

https://ooni.org/
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OONI Probe
https://ooni.org/install/

https://github.com/ooni/probe-cli/
https://github.com/ooni/probe-android/

https://github.com/ooni/probe-ios/
https://github.com/ooni/probe-desktop   

https://ooni.org/install/
https://github.com/ooni/probe-cli/
https://github.com/ooni/probe-android/
https://github.com/ooni/probe-ios/
https://github.com/ooni/probe-desktop
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OONI Explorer
https://explorer.ooni.org/ 

https://explorer.ooni.org/


9



10



11
MAT = Measurement Aggregation Toolkit
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Test Lists
https://test-lists.ooni.org/ 

https://github.com/citizenlab/test-lists/ 

https://test-lists.ooni.org/
https://github.com/citizenlab/test-lists/
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Web Connectivity
https://github.com/ooni/spec/blob/master

/nettests/ts-017-web-connectivity.md 

https://github.com/ooni/spec/blob/master/nettests/ts-017-web-connectivity.md
https://github.com/ooni/spec/blob/master/nettests/ts-017-web-connectivity.md
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How Internet Censorship 
Changed in Russia during the 1st 

year of the conflict in Ukraine
https://ooni.org/post/2023-russia-a-year-af

ter-the-conflict/ 

https://ooni.org/post/2023-russia-a-year-after-the-conflict/
https://ooni.org/post/2023-russia-a-year-after-the-conflict/
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Twitter throttling in 2022
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23Additions to Roskomnadzor’s block list by month in 2022



24Distribution of blocking orders in 2022 (Roskomsvoboda)
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Blocked Websites*

*Based on fingerprinting and limited by our test lists composition
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Notable changes in 
blocking over time
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● Human Rights
○ Human Rights Watch
○ Amnesty International
○ Moscow Helsinki Group

● Investigative journalism and news media
○ Argentura.ru
○ The Bell news media website
○ Hromadske.ua (Ukrainian News Media website)

● YouTube (potential block)
● SoundCloud
● Patreon
● Tor Project (temporary unblocking)
● Other cases of unblocking
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Thank you!
● https://ooni.org/
● simone@ooni.org 

https://ooni.org/
mailto:simone@ooni.org
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